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The SAT is Changing to Better Align with Market Needs 

2014 

• Class of 2016 

2015 

• Class of 2017 

2016 

• Class of 2018 

2017 
onwards 

 

Class of 2017 
can take  

SAT or rSAT 



Overview 

Time Line •  Present until Fall of 2015 • Spring 2016 onward • 2005 – Present (Current) 

Subjects • Math 
• Reading 
• Writing 
• Essay 

• Math 
• Reading 
• Writing  
• Essay 

• Math 
• Reading 
• English 
• Science 
• Essay 

Summary  
Comparison 

• Most emphasis on reasoning 
• Questions less straightforward 
• Value placed on score of each section of test 

• Most emphasis on reasoning 
• Questions less straightforward 
• Value placed on score of each section of test 

• Most emphasis on knowledge 
• Questions more straightforward 
• Value placed of score of entire test 

Content Focus • General reasoning vocabulary in limited 
contexts  

• Reading comprehension  
• Wide-ranging math skills  
• Writing competence 

• Vocabulary in extended context  
• Command of evidence  
• Questions most relevant for college 

preparation  
• Select math skills  
• Writing competence 

• Reasoning skills on straightforward 
questions  

• Reading and reasoning skills based on 
evidence  

• Skills on more advanced mathematics  
• Writing competence 

Location Popular • Coastal States • Coastal States • Non-Coastal States  

Official Book • The Official SAT Study Guide with DVD (2012) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• 3 SAT tests out of a total of 10 practice tests 

included 

• The Official Study Guide for the Redesigned SAT 
– 2016 (June 2015 release, pre-order available) 
 
 
 

 
 

• Unknown (potentially 4) 

• The Real ACT Prep Guide with CD, 3rd 
Edition (2011) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• 5 ACT tests out of a total of 5 practice 

tests included 

http://www.amazon.com/Official-SAT-Study-Guide-DVD/dp/0874479797/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425584056&sr=1-1&keywords=official+sat+study+guide+with+dvd
http://www.amazon.com/Official-SAT-Study-Guide-DVD/dp/0874479797/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425584056&sr=1-1&keywords=official+sat+study+guide+with+dvd
http://www.amazon.com/Official-Study-Guide-New-SAT/dp/1457304309/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425584850&sr=1-1&keywords=official+redesigned+sat
http://www.amazon.com/Official-Study-Guide-New-SAT/dp/1457304309/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425584850&sr=1-1&keywords=official+redesigned+sat
http://www.amazon.com/Official-Study-Guide-New-SAT/dp/1457304309/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425584850&sr=1-1&keywords=official+redesigned+sat
http://www.amazon.com/Official-Study-Guide-New-SAT/dp/1457304309/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425584850&sr=1-1&keywords=official+redesigned+sat
http://www.amazon.com/Official-Study-Guide-New-SAT/dp/1457304309/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425584850&sr=1-1&keywords=official+redesigned+sat
http://www.amazon.com/Official-Study-Guide-New-SAT/dp/1457304309/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425584850&sr=1-1&keywords=official+redesigned+sat
http://www.amazon.com/Official-Study-Guide-New-SAT/dp/1457304309/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425584850&sr=1-1&keywords=official+redesigned+sat
http://www.amazon.com/Real-ACT-3rd-Prep-Guide/dp/0768934400/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425585232&sr=1-1&keywords=the+real+act+prep+guide+with+cd
http://www.amazon.com/Real-ACT-3rd-Prep-Guide/dp/0768934400/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425585232&sr=1-1&keywords=the+real+act+prep+guide+with+cd
http://www.amazon.com/Real-ACT-3rd-Prep-Guide/dp/0768934400/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425585232&sr=1-1&keywords=the+real+act+prep+guide+with+cd


Test Analysis 

Components • Critical Reading 
• Writing 
• Mathematics 
• Essay 

• Evidence-based Reading and Writing 
• Reading Test 
• Writing and Language Test 
• Math 
• Essay (optional) 

• Math 
• Reading 
• Science 
• Essay 

Category / Skills 

Math • Math Multiple-Choice 
• Math Grid-in 

 • Pre-Algebra / Elem. Algebra (EA) 
• Int. Algebra / Coord. Geometry (AG) 
• Plane Geometry / Trigonometry 

Reading • Sentence Completion 
• Reading Passages – Single 
• Reading Passages – Paired 

• Social Studies / Sciences (SS) 
• Arts / Literature (AL) 

Writing / English • Improving Paragraphs 
• Improving Sentences 
• Identifying Sentence Errors 

• Usage / Mechanics (UM) 
• Rhetorical Skills (RS) 

Science • N/A • N/A • Science 



Test Breakdown 

Total Time • 3 hr 45 min (225 min) 

 
• 3 hours / 3 hr 50 min with Essay (180 min / 230 

min with Essay) 

 

• 3 hr 25 min (205 min) 

 

 

Total Tests / Test 
Sections 

• 9 tests: 3 Math, 3 Writing, 3 Reading  

+ Essay 

• 4 tests: 2 Math, 2 Writing/Reading 

+ Essay 

• 4 Tests: 1 Math, 1 Reading, 1 English, 1 

Science + Essay 

 

Question Count • 170 + 1 (Essay) 

• 67 – Reading (70 min) 

• 49 – Writing (60 min)  

• 54 – Math (70 min)  

• 1 – Essay (25 min) 

 

 

• 153 + 1 (Essay) 

• 52 – Reading (65 min) 

• 44 – Writing (35 Minutes) 

• 58 – Math (80 min) 

• 1 – Essay (50 min) 

 

 

• 215 + 1 (Essay) 

• 75 – English (45 min) 

• 60 – Mathematics (60 min)  

• 40 – Reading (35 min)  

• 40 – Science (35 min) 

 

Question Type / 
Answer Choice 

• Grid-in (8)  

• Open Response (1)  

• Multiple-Choice (162): A,B,C,D,E 

• Grid-in Open Response  

• Multiple-Choice: A,B,C,D,E 

 

• Open Response 

• Multiple-Choice: A,B,C,D / F,G,H,J & 

A,B,C,D,E / F,G,H,J,K 

 



Scoring &  
Scaled Scores 

Scaled Scores    

Final Scaled Scores • 600 – 2400 • 400 – 1600  • 0 – 36  

Final Scaled Scores – Math  • 200 – 800  • 200 – 800 • 0 – 36  

Final Scaled Scores – Reading  • 200 – 800  • 200 – 800  • 0 – 36  

Final Scaled Scores – English / Writing • 200 – 800  • 0 – 36  

Final Scaled Scores – Science  • N/A • N/A • 0 – 36  

Impact of Essay on Scaled Scores • Writing section score impacted • N/A 
 

• N/A 
 

 

Sub scores and Insight Scores •  No • Yes • Yes 

Scoring    

Marking • Negative marking for wrong 

Multiple-Choice questions, no 

penalty for Grid-In answers 

• No negative marking • No negative marking 

Multiple-Choice Marking – Right 

 

•  1 • 1 • 1 

Multiple-Choice Marking – Wrong  •  -0.25 • 0 • 0 

Multiple-Choice Marking – Left Blank •  0 • 0 • 0 

Grid-in Scoring – Right •  1 • 1 • 1 

Grid-in Scoring – Wrong •  0 • 0 • 0 

Grid-in Scoring – Left Blank  •  0 • 0 • 0 

Essay •  0 – 12  • 0 – 12 (optional and scored 
separately) 

• 0 – 12  



Thank You For Reading 

Feedback, Comments, Questions? 

Contact Us: 

 

info@socrato.com 

1-978-633-7258 

Twitter: @socrato 
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